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The Newt.
We publish to-day tlie Important do umeats laid

before Congress on Saturday, in obedience to the
resolution relative to tha Ostend conference. They
««,ver about two hundred pages, ani comprise all
Mr. Soul's despatches and Mr. Marcy'a replies.
We direct the particular attention of our reiiers to
the celebrated joint despatch of Messrs. Buchanan,
Mason and 8tq14. It corroborates the desaription
which we gave of this documeut at the time, and
eatablishes the viees which we took «f Mr. Soul.'-'«
m*»ion. The reasons on which the wcommenda
tiona of the conference were bised are fully set
forth in this despatch, and the conclusions deduced
fmm them are founded as mach upon Spanial as

upon American interests. Whatever opinion may
be formed as to their correctness, there o»n bi but
one as to the important ani intere-ting character
of thea 3 documents, inasmuch an they cover the
whole ground of the Cuban qn?stion.

Private advices from San Juan del Sur (Nicara¬
gua" of the 21«t ultimo, etatj that the Chamora
party, in an engagement with the Cistillan party,
had been victorious, and that coming down to 8aa
Juan they demanded of the American Consul, in the
must outrageous manner, to give up a prisoner who
was not in hl9 house or under his charge. French,
Eoglisn, and American residents there had placed
themselves under the protection of Mr. Priest, the
American Consul, who it is reported has since been
arrested. Further particulars will doubtless shortly
reach us, explaining this mystery.
We bave recsiyed our letters and uiea or pao;ra

from Havana to the 27th of February. Nothing
be* seems to have traispired sin33 th? date or pra
viens advices. The inhabitants were regaining
confidence and beginning to think that the ostjnta-
tiona displays for the defence of the island were little
more than a sham. Our correspoidenta lettera,
published elsewhere, will be found geuera'ly inte¬
resting. Among the latest acta of Spanish tyranny

s the impressment of seamen in the island. In or¬
der to aod insult to injury, these men are called
volunteers.

Yesterday was blue Monday in the Legislature,
In the Senate a bill was reported to prohibit Ranks
from dealing in or making loans upon taelr own

capital stock. Notice was gwen of a bill providing
lor tfce establ shmeut'of a Board or Riilroai Com.
misaioners, composed of toe Comptroller, State La-
gtneer, and one other \o be chosea by the r lilrovl jcompanies. A ? ynopsis of this mei-mre, which is
one of vast importance to the rwlrood interest, is
given by our Albany correspondent, un>r the tele¬
graphic bead. The claim of the Rochester mill
owners, for danages caused by the diversion of the
waters of the Genesee river for ctnal purposes, was

discussed and recomniit:ei for atn jndmcn'. In the
Assembly a bill was reported authorizing the New
York firemen to hoid real rind personal estate to the
va.ue of 9150,000. Nothing further of general in.
terest transpired.
The Sardinian frigate Des Ueoeys 1" anchored at

y-iarattine. All communication w*h h«, except
by lbs authorities, is proibhitei for the pre-ent
The investigation as to the real chiraeter of her

n^erB will be proc«cded with withont unae-

eenary delay. It Is alleged that tlioy are p ilitioal
iwtngees, and not convicts in any sensa of the term.
Bh mld this itatemont be verified i»y the eximina-
tton, they will undoub'edly bs permitted to 1 vnd ;
should if, prove false, they will ;ts undonbtca'y be
sent back to their own country, provided t le co oris
40 not override the dceielon cf the Mayor.
Mayor Wood has adlressed to the Legislature ,

through the Lieutenant Governor, a strongly worried
protest to the proposed law etcctiag a new B'-ird
of Commissi oners of Police. Toe M iyor depre¬
cates any interference with the present organiza¬
tion of the force, which he states his been the
main instrument by which nearly every one of his
P'oj« ted reforms his been carrieJ through, par¬
ticularly the enforcement of the Sunday oroinance
against ths liquor traffi % Should th1? bill before
the legislature paes, Mr. Wood will und robtelly
lesign hiscfllce, as it will depri*3 him ot all cm-
troliiog power over the very persons upon whom hi
il ipends to iec ond his rcfirrn it >ry efforts.
The BjitJ of A'dermea mst Ust even a?, bit for

want of a snfll lent supply of gas ( hydrogen) they
were unable to procoid with their busincjs. Allrr
msn Howard moved to adjourn be.ause hj was
averse to working in the datk. Alderman Williap-
won was al»o in favor of more light, and after tyo
or three oppositions to the movement, and several
ioeflectnil efforts to " light up," the Board th night
it better to adjourn to another evening rather than
*cramble thnmgh their n.noi ;!pal functims with
a miserable supply of candles.
The Board of Conscilmeft nut last eveiln^r, but,

ss Is usual on the first m<s<*tlnir or the month, no

very special business was brought np. A r(solution
was passed " to request Senators and AisemVymen
in the State legislature fron tr.ls city to oppose
all 'urtber legislation In ravor or eith.r of the No*
y.itk gw companies, unless soiole provision is
n,ade for tbe prote ction of the city and our fellow
citizens agwinst Imposition, ex'*lion, and op
pression ."
Tue Board of So rervi«or» rait last evening, the

Pecorder in the J. halr.'and, having pasned npon a

few unimportant pipers, adjourned to M >odiy n?xt.
Cotton wv "juint yesterdny, a nl the si'es con-

fined to 500 a HO© biler. Flour advanced l-'l celts
pe? birrel for common t > ch j'ce brands of Stite.

S rut'iern and Canadian were also Ann. Owing to
the pas«'Rc of the Hw by Coogress a loving draw¬
back on Impartat.on* from r'ansda, nr.der ths Keci-
procity treaty, which virtu i:ly intr o1n.fi flour Into
this mu'et in competition with t.he American arti¬
cle, frae ol doty, its s*le bria-ne very active yster
«Jay and about '2,000 btr.-elsw re uold at 1 9 2"> a

?10 26, from which the doty paid to government oa
t« clearance will h«.e to bs re uniej to tne im

1 porter. VCbeatwis high and r.om oal. C >rn was

active, with a good de mud for export. Ptioea of
*11 kiada ranged from 96c. a 98 j., bat the chief
tales *era made at 96c. a 97c. Provisions were

firm, and old mesa pork Bold at an advance, having
clout d at 113 02 a $13 75. Holders at the oloss
inked S13 87 a $14, which wai above the views or
buyent.
We publish elsewhere the protest of Gen. EcM

uique, the expatriated President of Peru, direc'.ei
to the Supreme Cjurt of thai ountry, against the
acta of the rcvo:uU<>n»ry party under OasLella. It
is an interesiiog document.
Senor D. de Ojicouria leaves this city to day for

Washington, as a delegate trvm the Cub in exiles
to tender to Mr. SjqIc an InviUiiou to a public
reception, ei'ber in the form of a binqnet, or such
other demonstration of wtlcoms as m*y be unst
consistent with his taste and convenience.

<!eorge Howlaud, Know Nothing candid ite for
Major ot New Bedford, was yesterday elected by a

large majority over his competitor, a free sailer.
Oar announcement ot tbe appointment ot (Jan.

It. H. Ptuyn to the office of AJjutant-Ceneral of
this State is oottfiriied. He ia said to ba vary
popular with tbe military.
The tiitl of Wendell Phillips, Theodore Parker,

and others, chargcd with participation in the Burns
riot, in Boston, in May latt, is to comm9nce in the
Circuit Court on tbe 3d of next month.

tiovernor Wright, of Ii.diana, has vetoed the free
bank bill, and it was thought he would also veto
the State banK bill; but the friends of these
me&fiuies were couiident tfiat they would p tsj by
a two-third vote.
The United States brig Bainbridge put into Nor¬

folk yesterday in distress, having on the 21st nit
tnoountered a violent gale. She sustained con."
siderable injury, and her gnnsVere thrown over,
beard. St»e Billed from thi* port on the 18th ult,
for Rio Janeiro, under command of Lieut. Com.
J. H. ltowan.
Corgrra*.Humor* of an Kxlra SeMlon.Oar
Foreign Relation*.Mr. Soale.Spain.Rus¬
sia.
It appears from our special advices from

Washington of this morning, that they are there
discussing the expediency and the probabilities
of a speedy call of an extra session of Con¬
gress, in view of the pressing exigencies of our

foreign affairs. Our correspondent, in this con¬
nection, reports that members of the new Con¬
gress are holding over to await the issue at the
White House. We understand that it will be
really necessary to have au extra session of the
Sc nate to reconfirm the schedule of our consuls
abroad, whose official existence under the new
law will expire in July. This may be the extra
session talked of, but there is also a plausible
occasion for an extn. legislative session of both
houses, and upon this point a passing word or
two may not be out of place with our readers.

Unquestionably, our relations with Spain
have been brought to a most unsatisfactory and
alarming crisis ; and the long congressional
interregnum of nine mouths before us, promises
nothing but continued bnl luck from the un¬
aided efforts of our demoralized and paralyzed
administration. Congress have adjourned,
without either advice or encouragement to the
Executive upon his foreign policy in any quar¬
ter of the world. They have declined giving
bim the desired discretionary fund of ten mil¬
lions of dollars. They have done nothing upon
our relations with Spaiu and Cuba, cxccpt to
call for the Ostend correspondence In one

House, and to confirm Mr. Dodge to Madrid in
the other.
An administration thus left adrift, with its fo¬

reign and domestic troubles accumulating upon
its"hands, and with the wars of a popular re¬
volution swelling up against it on every side,
cannot fad to perceive the necessity of some

desperate stroke of policy to keep itself upon
the surface for the remnant of its four years
probation. In this view, having been aban¬
doned and deserted by a Congress of his origi-
nal partisans, Mr. Pierce may possibly feel that
he could not lose much, and might gain some¬

thing, by throwing himself boldly upon the
magnanimity of the new opposition Congress,
on the principle that open enemies may be
mrre safely trusted than treacherous friends.
There may be, therefore, some substantial
groundwork for these rumors of a projected ex
tra session of both house? ; but we doubt the
courage of Mr. Pierce, though he may have
the desire, to call it. Moreover, the call is to
depend upon certain indefinitely foreshadowed
contingencies, which we may possibly escape.
Perhaps the most important feature of the

present diplomatic programme of the ad-
ndnistration is, the coidial friendship ex¬

isting between it and the Emperor of Russia.
This "happy accord" appears to have been very
much strengthened by the lute friendly letter
received by President Pierce from the Czar,
aid through the good offices of Mr. Senator
Douglas, between the Cabinet and the Russian
embassy at Washington. Some three years jsince Sir. Douglas made the tour of Russia, and
bis recollections of the Czar have lift the re¬
markable sagacity and comprehensive political
views of Nicholas deeply impressed upon his
mind. The knowledge of the Emperor of the
power, resources and ..manifest destiny of the
United States, and of his friendly policy to- |
wards us, have left, indeed, the sumo impres¬
sion upon Judge Douglas as upon Mr. Buchanan
.to wit. that the Czar thoroughly understands
our power und our policy in reference to
France and England, and that, in this view, the
friendship of Russia is worth maintaining.

In conjunction with Lord Clarendon's close
alliance of the Western Powers, especially in
regard to Culm, these friendly relations b3-
tween Russia and the I'nited State* are very
significant. We have the question of peace or
war with France and England in our own
hands. A suspension for a single yar of our
supplies of cotton and California gold to Eng¬
land and France, and of our imports in exchange
from those countries would sap the foundations
of their commerce, manufactures, finances
und credit systems, and bring upon Louis
Napoleon and the English aristocracy a cer¬
tain and speedy revolution, in a merciless re ac¬
tion from the masses of the French and Eng- I
lish people, driven to starvation. Tlv; I'nited
States, on the other hand, have within tbem-
selvca all the elements for the mercantile ex¬
changes for which we are appirently dependent

^ upon England and 1 ranee. A tot.»l suspension
of our ccmmcrre with them, would l>e to us but

a t< mporary Inconvenience, while to the other
side it would t.e fraught with disasters and ruin.

In this view of the subject. It i" possible our
administration may be now indulging, io con¬
nection with the Cuba question. Possibly Mr.
Pierce, in our impu gnable commercial bulwark
of" cotton bags may feel hold enough todemand
a prompt settlement from Spain ot our out-
standing accounts against her, in the teeth of
her French acd English prob-ctors. The t<-n
millions, for 'he p *sit»le contingency of a rup¬
ture, may have been ask>.-d in this estimate of
our positive balance of power bgtunst England
and France. It is, also, perfectly consisfut in
this calculation, to snpp «c that both tfee United

States ami 'Russia may be contemplating the
ultimatum at some day, not very far off iu the
future, of a still closer alliance of friendship
than that which now bo happily subsists between
the two countries.
Our telegraphic, dispatches of the Osteud cor¬

respondence, apd the reception of Mr. Soule at
Washington, are very extraordinary, ami very
humiliating to the administration. They
prove all that we have heretofore s*id upon
the subject.that there are two conflicting
powers in the Cabinet.the one urging a fili¬
bustering career all over the world, beginning
with Cuba; the other pleading for a more
moderate and pacific policy. Between these
conflicting elements, Mr. Soull has resigned
his commission in disgust. The call, then, of
an extra session of Congress must involve, not
only seme definite and fixed Spanish policy on
the part of Mr. Pierce, but a modification of his
Cabinet to give it unity and consistency. If
Cuba is to be annexed, nolens volenti, " peace-
ully if we can, or forcibly if we must," the
Cabinet is uo place for Marcy ; but if a policy
is to be adopted of humble submission to the
"balance of power" policy of Lord Clarendon,
Cushing and Jtii. Pavis must abdioate.

Such are some of the uujor and minor con¬
siderations suggested by these our latest ad¬
vices from Washington, touching our relations
with Spain, the friendship of Russia, and the
rumors afloat of a projected extra session of
Congress. We presume that if an extra execu¬
tive session of the Senate be necessary to carry
out the provisions of the late diplomatic and
consular act, it will be convened without delay;
but in regard to an extra session of the two
houses, we are admonished that it will depend
upon certain contingencies. In the interval,
Mr. Soul6 is to meet his friends here in New
York, in pursuance of their invitation; and, ac¬

cording to our Washington correspondent, he
will come prepared for a full vindication of
himself and his official career in Europe, against
the treachery and double dealing of a vacillat¬
ing and incompetent administration. It is ex¬

pected that ho will supply all the deficiencies
of the Osteud corresi>ondence furnished to Con¬
gress.
The people expect it. Let him speak freely.

Let us know whether the signs in the horizon
are peace or war.

Startling News from the Pacific.1 New Re¬
public Projected.

We publish elsewhere in there columns a
most extraordinary letter from Sail Francisco,
the writer of which azures us, over a responsi¬
ble name, of the sincerity of his statements.
It is a letter disclosing a project for the estab¬
lishment of an independent republic of all that
portion of the United States lying west of the
Rocky Mountains, including the State of Cali¬
fornia, the Territories of Washington and Ore¬
gon, and a large portion of New Mexico, to
begin with.
The scheme, as described by our correspon¬

dent, is plausible and consistent throughout
As we now stand, the great Western plains and
the Reeky Mountains form a wide aud almost
impassable barrier between the Mississippi
valley and the Pacific coast. Constantinople
is nearer to us than Astoria. Our quickest
lines of connection are through Mexico, Central
America, and via Panama.thousands of miles
around. Ilence the Pacific railroad has been
urged as the only expedient to avoid the es¬

trangement of the people on the Pacific coast
from their brethren on the Atlantic side. But
the impediments to the construction of this
road are so vast that many long years would
elapse before Us completion, were all the
p«*er and all the resources of the government
directed to thi* single object. With a divided
Conm upou the constitutional power, and
upon Northern and Southern routes, we doubt
if ttie voungest child now living in the Union
will ever live to travel from the Mississippi to
the Pacific Itehind a locomotive.
The bl urt-comings of Congress upon this

issue, at'j be made the rallying cry for a

Pacific r< public.hundreds of ambitious and
disappointed politicians in California. Oregon
und Washington Territories will second the
movement. A federal capitol at San Francisco,
with a President, Cabinet, Congress, Judiciary,
army and navy, would create an immense
amount of spoils. In a more popular view,
the prospect of a compact republic, with a

government on the spot, collecting and ex¬

pending its resources at home, is well calcu¬
lated to take with a people of that peculiar
dasbiog, go-ahead spirit of independence and
enterprise wbich characterizes the people of j
Oregon and California. Washington city is
so lar away, they distrust the spoilsmen there,
ard Sun Francisco would be po very bandy.
Let this project of a Pacific republic be

openly agitated, and such, we apprehend, will
be the reasoning of our people of tho Pacific
coast. Read the letter to which we refer, and
then answer, "if such things are done in the
preen tree, what shall we not have in the dry?"
We live in an age of wonderful events. We
have ceased to be surprised at anything. All
the world is undergoing a regular shaking up,
from Shanghae to Sebastopol. and from Sebas-
topol to San Francisco, straight through. We,
ourselves, are in the midst of a great revolution,
novel and mysterious, but mighty as the march
of a triumphant army. We arc accustomed to
the cry of disunion from the South; but now
it is echoed from the West. What is to come
of all this? What says the administration.'
Tuk Tj.\tk Skixvm of Arms at Baracoa.The

Cask of Felix anp Ehtrimpes..In a private
letter which we have revived from Uavan'|
there are certain allegations made against Mr.
Richard Overnmnn, acting United State# Con¬
sul at Ilaracoa, which, if well founded, would
go to show that ho is not properly impressed
with the true character and responsibility of
bis mis-don. With' ut entering into any speatfls
statement of these charges, we may mention
generally that they accuse Mr. Overmann of
taking an active part in the attempt to estab¬
lish evidence against the crews of the two Ame¬
rican vessels lat< ly seized at Baracoa the
Cuban authorities, on the charge of landing
arms, llis conduct towards Mes«rs. Felix and
Kstrampcs since their imprisonment is also
represented to have l>een unfeeling in the
extreme. and at variance with the instructions
which lie received from Mr Cocbran. Unltud
States Consul at St. Jugo de Cuba. Mr. Over¬
mann was amongst the passengers by the Kinpi re

City, which arrived here on Thursday last. He
.s the bearer of the documents connected with
this unfortunate slU'r and, as most of these
paper* have been made out by hira, we think
it right it should be known that snA state-
m< nts are stloat with regard t * his coutaot,
wi>Loiit in any way pledging ourselves to
Iho'r accuracy.

Our Ocua Mall RtMuaen.
For many yearn the progress of this eountry

has been nowhere so conspicuous as in the ad¬
vancement of her merchant navy. There have
been times when it appeared that the United
S'a'.es were eurpassed by European nations io
almost every point of m chan'.cal skill and en¬

terprise except that alone. At toe present
day, though Am -rica may claim pre-eminence
in other branches ot science and industry as

well, there is none if) which ber raok is si indis-
pu'ed as in wha' ever pertains to the construc¬
tion of a swift aad useful merchant navy. All
over Europe, as weil in the Mediterranean as

tbe British channel and the Baltic, men are

hinrd to express unqualified admiration and
envy of the vessels which sail from American
ports. Among the craft which have reflected
this credit on tbe country tbe first rank is un¬

doubtedly beld by our ocean steamers. It is
not too much to say that there is nothing of
which au American abroad is so otten reminded
with pride.nothing which S3 often elicits re¬

luctant praise from inimical foreigners. as the
steamships wbich carry the stars and sttiues to
tbe coasts of Europe, through the Gulf of
Mexico, aud over tbe surface of the Pacific
Yet strange to say, measurably with the pro¬
gress of these great trophies of American skill,
has grown up in tbis country a feeling which.
at first mere petty jea'ousy and spite.has
ripened into direct hostility to our great lines
of ocean steamers, and las lately culminated
in the veto of Franklin Pierce on the appro¬
priation for the Collins line.
Congress having now adjourned, whatever

may be said upon the subject n jw will only tell
upon the community at large, and can exercise
but a remote influence upon the next body of
federal legislators. But to us the question.
Whether or no we are to have a great steam
Davy 1 seems endowed with snch vital and
national Importance, that we think it qiite
worth the while of tbe gentlemen who are to
meet next December at Washington to ponder
it well in the meantime.

It is quite certain that it ia one of the dnties
ot Congress to provide Tor the carriage of the
mails on sea aa well as on land. That service
must be paid for; and therefore there is no
question but Congress must pay something to
ocean steamers. The only point on which de¬
bate is possible is as to the amount to be paid
and the parties who are to receive it. Every
time the appropriation is brought forward, cer¬
tain of the lobby and others rise up and offer to
do the work for far less money. Hitherto, their
aims have been defeated, and the appro-
priations have been renewed year by
year. But from Mr. Piercc's veto, and
the frantic joy expressed by certain aboli¬
tionists of thiB city, it it crident that year
by year, the opposition is growing stronger,
and the time does not seem far distant when
the appropriation may be. entirely withdrawn
Suppose then, the Collins line denied the
amount they demand for carrying the mails,
It is to be presumed they would not, at all
events at first carry them for less, and run at a

loss. How is the business of the country to be
carried on? How is Congress to discharge its
duty of establishing the postal system? No one

here, at all evcntB, would be unwise enough to
advise Congress to make a bargain at a lower
rate with some rival of the Collins line; for we7

have had plenty of experience of that sort of
thing in this city, and know perfectly well that
it would only end iu a law suit, and at last in
an appeal to the generosity of Congress to for¬
give the debt. In this city of New York, we

repeat, the thiDg has been tried over and over
again; and we ventnre to say there has not
been an instance in which an important piece
of work has been taken out of the hands of a

man who performed it well, and given to somo

noisy rival to be done at a cheap* r rate, that
the city has not lost enormously by the opera-
ticn, and been obliged in the end to return to
its former agent. The same thing would occur
'n the event of the mail contract being taken
out of the bai ds of the Collins company. It
would be given to some one else, who would
fail.perhaps without wilful negligence, but
from the inevitable irregularitiesof a new line:
and the end would be that the mails would
again full entirely into the bands of foreigners,
nnd that Congess would fail in one of the mo3t
important duties entrusted to its charge.
But there is another and a national reason

for continuing the appropriations to the ocean

mail lines. They are, in fact, the hope of the
country in case of war. If war was to break
out tomorrow. and certainly the prospect is
not more distant thau it appeared to the Eag-
liflti three years ago the United States Navy
would be utterly useless. It ia confessedly
worse than that of any other maritime nation :
but even England, after spending ten millions
of pounds a year on her navy for forty yeara
of peace, «js now forced to lay up all her old
chips, and to build steamers on the fashion of
the Cunarders. The fleet that is to blockade
the Iialfic this spring will not. contain one nail¬
ing vi ssel How much more useless would the
wretched tubs be, which now compose the
United StaUs naval armament! War. come
wben it may. must be, far as we are concerned,
» maritime war. We should find it difficult to
muster soldiers for the invasion of a foreign
country at any distance ; and with our means

ot internal communication, and our population,
we could unquestionably defend our coasts
with success against an invader. Tae war
would inevitably be carried on at sea; aid
our success and our loises would be in exact
proportion to our strength on that element.
Wo must not trust to sailing ships. The ex¬

perience of the last year in the Ba'lic and the
Black Sea prove tbe utter inability of sailing
vessels to oppose stejiuers. and establish incon*
trovortihly that henceforth steam will be the
great nrtu in naval warfare.
Where are our steam vessels ? We will not

inmlt the Intelligence of ourrcaders, or probe a

national sore by alluding to tbe Unil< d States
ships. < >ur steam navy con.«i*ts of the Col¬
lins mail line. theCbagres mail line, th*> I'acitic
mail line, with the counting steamers which ply
to and from New York, Boston, Philadelphia
ai d New ( irleans.
Looking at these, nnd comparing them with

the steam fleet which England in now fitting out
to attavk Cronstadt, and wbicb, if successful,
may he ordered ia the next place to crosx the
Atlantic.is it possible that this country con¬
tains any right-mii dc<l patriotic men who seek
Mill furth» r to cripple our power, and diminish
.till further tbe contemptible number of our
st«»m vessels? If war breaks oat, are we to
submit quietly while th»» enemy bimbard* New
New York and lioston? Are we. while he i<
plundering our shores, and condemning oar

ships as vrizes at Halifax, to begin then to
think of building steamers? Three moaths of

such helplessness might involve a damage ex¬

ceeding the cost of * hdn^reJ first class steam¬
ers employ ed to carry mails fur teu years.
There is but one right course for Congress to

pursue iu this mutter. Extravagance must be
checked; but tbat economy which saves halt a

million at a future cost often is worse than any
extravagance. Let Congress Hell all the ves¬
sels of war for old lirewood some of them
might lie given away with economy. Then,
let ample appropriations be miJe to lines of
mail steamers. Let us continue the* present
appropriations to the Collins and Pacific mill
Hues ; and let others, sufficient in amount be
given to lines plying to Havre, to Canton, and
wherever else there is traffic. Place the owners
under as severe restrictions as to size, build,
regularity of trip?, lares, «fcc., as mty be cho¬
sen ; but pay them for carrying the mails
enough to ensure a sufficient number of com¬

plete and well built steamers. By these means,
if war should bieak out, the United States
might iu a month have a powerful squadron on
the coaBt, capable of sweeping it from north to
Fouth in a few days, and protecting the great
cities. It it did cost five millions a year to
keep up six or seveu lin^s of lirst class ocean

steamers, who would grudge the money for the
support they would afford ?

Ol'EKATIC TBOI 1II.E.S.LAST SCENE AT IRE
Academy. We give in another part of this
paper a report of a uoique musical convention
held at the Academy of Music yesterday after¬
noon. The opera season under Ole Bull is
over. The stalwarth Norwegian has failed in
his endeavor to establish the Opera here, and
he will now be obliged to retire to the sweets
of rural life and violin solos at his Pennsylva.
nia colony. He seems to have been laboring
under the samj difficulties that pestered poor
Fry at the Astor Place Opera House ; bat,
although we knew that something was wrong,
the final smash up came sooner thau we ex¬

pected. The great difficulty in the way of
operatic managers seems to be the tremendous
expense which tbey must incur.the artists
demand here three or four times as much silary
as they receive in Europe, and the frequenters
ot the Opera are not willing to pay at corres¬

ponding rates for tickets. The salaries at the
Academy were so high that the Opera never
could have been pecuniarily successful.
We have given to the public all the facts in

the case, without expressing any opinion on

the points at issue between the managers, the
artists and the public, and we do not intend to
take sides with either of the parties. We do
not wish to have any more libel suits. On a

previous occasion we defended the poor artists,
but tbey were ungrateful enough to turn
against us. Some of the very persons whom
we had defended, as in the case of Strakosch,
were forward in giving evidence to prejudice
our case. So we will occupy the position of a

look-out, and duly report our observations.

THE LATEST NEWS.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.

E«ltlR| New* from Washington.
rROSPXCT8 OF AN BXTRA 8BS8ION.TBS ADJOURN¬
MENT. OCR FORBIGN RELATIONS RUSSIA.NICHO¬
LAS DOUGLAS. SPAIN- MB. SOULK AND THE AD¬
MINISTRATION SOMETHING IMPENDING OP A WAR-
1.1 Kh. CBABACTOR SOULB GOING TO NEW YORK
OUR CUBAN RBI.ATIONS. COL. CLEMENS COL. KIN
NKY , AC.

Washington, March 5, 1855.
An extra semion la freely spoten of ah inevitable, al¬

though the President would wish to avoid making the
call if he could do so without compromising the interests
of the country. Many of the western member* of Con
greiis express an intention to remain In the city for the
remainder of the week, believing that the President wil
determine the question id a few days, aa<l thus save

tbem the trouble of long and fatiguing journeys.
The parting scene in the Senate at the adjournment on

Sunday noon, was touching in the extreme, and
many an eye was glassed over with emotion
in mak.ng the farewell. General Shield* was

the object of especial attention, and hit manly hind
received the farewell grasp with a warmth that showed
sincerity from all his late associates even the pages and
clerks claimed their right to a good bye, and the black
rune er boy to the Senate, left the chamber with the
water freely running down bis cbeeks, having received a

1 God bleia you" from the lips of the gallant soldier and
legislator. Probably no session of Congress ever brought
Its labors to a close where less personal animosity was

exhibited, than was to be met with on Sunday, at the
moment of departure. It has truly been a wording
Congress, and with but few exceptions It has entitled
'tielf to the approval and applause of the country, which
doubtless il will receive.
Ihe delicate condition of our foreign relations, and

the urprepaiedness of the President to meet a crisis tha*
aliens itself as threatening, will, in all probability, for<;e
him to call an extra Congress together. Iniess I am
greatly in error, that step vi< agreed upon in the late
confer* nee at the President's home, upon certain con¬

tingencies coming up, but which are to be waited for
with a patience characteristic of General Piirce's ad-
miniatratic n. A strong Interest is plainly ramifested
by our government in the wars now waging in the Ket,
favorable to Russian success, and reciprocal is the senti¬
ment of Russia towards the I'nited States. This is s'lown
in the F.mperor's letter to the President, ami in the un¬

usual interest which has marked th« conduct of the
Russian ambassador in every question of a foreign char¬
acter calculated to n fleet injuriously upon th'.s coun¬
try. Senator Douglas has done more toward prolucing
the friendly relations existing! botween us and Ktiss'a
then the combined government of the Un'ted states.
He is a warm partisan of the Czar, and to learn the in¬
ter* st he feels In his success is but to approach him on
the subject. 1 here is no man in the United Slate* who
holds a like prominent posltlsn, political aa.l social,
with the Enperor of Russia, as Senator IViUirlAS. He
visits almost dally the Russian embassy here, an'! his
views and advice frequently And their way asross the
Atlantic. A few hours may shoo that the«e statement*
have their importance.

Mr. Soul. will shortly visit Nee York to partaka of an
entertainment to which be ha* been Invited by a nume¬
rous body of bis friends. The opportunity will be availed
of to present a history of his difficulties while represmi
tatiT* of the I'nited States to Spain, whl:h have been
called lor bj t ongress and withheld br the President.
Ihe ex Min<>ter flora Spain is in h^h spirit*. His

flret day in Washincton was permltte<l to pass without
a single call from any of the (Cabinet. On the contrary,

trom the hour ot his arrival until kate in the evening,
his rooms were thronged by members of both branches
of Congress, and hi* fellow-citiren generally, anxuus
to extend to him tlislr sympathies. This «in<!» fast
contalnr a volume in itsell, showing conclusively that
every honorable feeling, and all the manly Impulses, are

gathered in and ar>Min1 the man who ha* >»«>n male
the instrument, *t lb* >'tpen»« of actional reputation,
of the most unprincipled administrations thus farkniwn
to the I'nitid States. Soul. I* surpiiaed at the warmtli
of his reception, and in my pr»senc* I heard him oV
serve. <. I did not expect this,'' casting hi* *yes at the
fame time around the room, and nodding recognition to
many whose hands be could not conveniently grasp
from the density of tb* throng. At the close of the day
he spoke Iraely with his more Intimate fri»nds on the

. iibject of hi* mission an I its failure, clearly Imply¬
ing 'bat be had tsro sets of Instruction* to follow, of
"ppo.it* character, coming from the Pre sklent and the
State (apartment, and thus throwing upon li'oasetlf a

responsibJity in which he found It necess.ry to consult
with his coll* agues atKran< e anllngland. Me makes
the assertion that onr diffljultie* with Spain long sin-*
cculd have been brought to a satisfactory termination
but frr the Indifference and fatal policy of our genera^
government.

A proposition of settlem'it had been male him by
the late Spanish ministry, which was a subject of con i-
deration at the Ostend convention, and Its a<-ep;aocs
warmly recommended h* hi* e,}l!«ago«*; but upt,a hi*
'.torn to Spain b* was hanaed a Utter, written by Gen.

Pierce, encouraging bim to refute every ofTec wMr^
money *u to h« the pric* of (ecuring Cub* to tha Vn} -

t"d Dtltw. HI* friend* will demand a plain ititnunt
to be g ven ts the public, which Gtneral Pierce will to
hi* ntmurt to prevent. Marcy feel* sitisSed that no
blame can attach to him, henoe. the wh le of the mix-
chief is justly placed at the ooor of the I'reeident, Cusli-
ing, and Forney, a triumvirate unmatched in political vil-
lany and ba»eness since the creation ®C tlte United dtate*j republic. It U a itrange circumstance that immedi.I ately upon Mr. 8oult h arrival here, to interview could
be obtained with the Secretary of.State, rho, doabtlea*,'

wan anxious tfcat Mr. Pierce ahould be first approached
by the returned ambas-ador.
The late accounts from F.urope singularly confirm the

statement jiven by your correspondent in a recent com¬

munication, showing that Spain lia- placed heraelf
wholly in the hands ot England and France. In Mr.
Poult;'* duties abroad, he bad not alone the incapacity
and treachery of bis own government to encounter, but
thoic of Spain, Knglaud and France, and the prejudice
of a large portion of the American pient.

1 x-Senator .!. Clemens h»s fallen lieir to a reipe".tabl» t

trim of over thirty thousand '.ollars, in the recent pis-
rage of a land claim to certain AUbaumns, by Congrete,
being the amount agreed utxm for hi* tervi :.« in the
ivent of the measure succeeding. The expedition of
Colonel Kinney has come to an unfortunate term oa
tlon. Its reported connection with the Cuban enterprise
has 'eft it with but few friends, and thou* friends are
without means to create a fresh enthusiasm.

THK COLLINS STEAMERS- tiKH. SHIBLD8 A NI> THE
PRKSI DENT. ?

Wahhisotoiv, M irc'i 5, 1855.
There is no obligation devolved on the Collins Company

to build another vessel as Iia* been sia'.ed. The ap-
propria'lon passed in theNaval bill continue* the line as

formerly, leaving the law of 1852 in force, by wbi-.hCon-
gresi can give the aix mouths notice whenever taere i»

a majoilty strong enough to pass such an enactment.
It is aaid the President is afraid to appoint Shield*

Rrigacier General on account of the Know Nothings.
TUB APPOINTMENTS TO TIIE POUR NE'W REUIMENTS.

Waciiinotos, March 6, 1865.
Ihere is some excitement going on here in regard U>

the appo ntments of subordinate otlicers for the new
regiments. Meubtrs of Congress are still remaining-j and pres»ing tho claiots of civilians among their con- .«

stituency. Tho War Depurtment is be«i<ged with appli¬
cation* from officers of the regular army for promotion*
in there regiment*. It is reported this even.ng that the
Department has made all the subordinate appointment*
from the regular aimy, extept come second Lleuteaints,
which are to come from the classes at West Point. The-
democratlc members of Congress say that the bill 'or the
new regiment* would not have passed Congres* if they
had thought that Gen. Shields would not t>*ve been
trade a Brigadier General, or that the Department would-
have ignored civilians as to the subordina'a appoint¬
ment*.

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
Wakhinuto*, Mar:n 5, 1855.

The Hon. Thomas A. Hendnck*, of Indiana, and
Mestrs. Lucius Patteraon, of Michigan, and Norman B.

J udd, of Illinois, were admitted as attorneys and coun- 4
sellers ot the United State* Supreme Court tc day.No. 86. John L. Hays plaintitt in Error. vs. Tael'aciBc
Mail Steamship Company. Toe argument was coatlnued
by Mr. Davidge Vinton for the defendant.
Know Nethlng Triumph In New Bedford.

Nkw Bedford, Mass., March 6, 1855.
Geo. Howland, Know Nothing, was chosen Mayor of

thl* city to-day. The vote was as follows:. Howland,
1,834, Rodney, free soil, 717.

The United State* Hrlj; Btlnbrldgt In Dta~
treM.

Norfolk, March 5, 1855.
The United States brig Halnbridgo put in here in dia-

treaa to day. Un tbe 21at of February, during a gale of
wind, she became much dkabled, and wan oDl'ged to
throw ber gun* overboard

Latrat train tin State Capital.
IMPORTANT RAILROAD BILL. PBOl'08BI> BOARD OF

COMMISSIONER-*- THE ROCHESTER CAN Al- UAMAOK
CLAIMANTS. QEN. DE TKYHTKE'S RESIGNATION.HI*
Sl'OCEH&OB.THE POLICE DILL, AC.

Albaxt, H&rcb 5, 1656.
A very Important general railroad bill was introduced

^ nthe Senate this morning by Mr. Munroe, providing
or the election of a Koaid of Railway ('ommissionera.

It creates the Comptroller and State Engineer, ex-offlclo, <

members, and another one to be elected by tha vote* of
the stockholder* of tbe roadi in the State. In case tbfr
pen on bo elected ihall resign or die, then the Governor
la to fill the vacancy. Ihe Hilary of the member elected
is to be three thousand dollars a yntr, and five hundred
dollars I* provided for the travelling expense* of the
other two members of tbe board.
Ihe bill is very lengthy, no we only give a synopsis of

the most material portions of it, as follows:
flee. 11.. In ease any person or persons, appointed l,y thessid Hoard of Commissioners, to inspect such road or portionof r"»d, shall, after the inspection of the saui-', re{>ort in

writing to the said lioard. that in his or their opinloa the
opening of the tan e would lie attended with danger or damageto tl.e public uiing I h<- same, l>y reason of incompleteness of
Thevtorkor permanent xay or ot Insufficiency >it the csta
blubmoiit for working such mad, toother with the irround*
of mieh opinion. It shnll be lawful for th« said board,from time to time, as often as Mich persons shall, alter
lorther Inspection thereof, .-o report, to order and direct
the company owning or intending to use such r lilroa«i

to postpone Mieh opening, fnr^any period not exceeding thirtydays at any one titne, ui.tn it si all appear to tho said boardtbut such opening may lake place wit mut dinger or damageto the public iirmg ihe lami. The sai l hoard shall in so
ease sive' their certificate or j-eruiis.iun for tbe publio opening
or ore of any railroad until ihe following provisions have
been lully complied with, vii :.

1. Tbe road shall be fully completed nnd substantiallyMaid.
At every public 'r private road ami firm crossing,there ihall be suitable catth jnsrds, or other proper eon

t rival. e, io prevent animals (rum getting upon tn» track.
3, tin every portion of the road where it is required t heroshall he put balluM rad-i- rt gnod and suitable materials, t< -

a depth ol at least one foot below the bottom of the cross
tier.

4 The excavations shfcll e made of suitnMe width to per
mit ol suitable tide drains, which drains -hall be opened in
all places, so as to thor. uphly drain the track.

Tbe bridges stall be examined, tested and proved to lm
of ssittWIcnt strength to ru.«taiu and supjiort double tho
weight or strerr w hicli * mild be produced by th' passage of

a train of five cars, w- igliinn one hundred and fifty tons, and
run 1. 1 ii a at tbe rate of lorty miles an hour.

b. '1 here shall be suitable riding, water stations, station
buildings, store houses and r llitig stock necessary to perform all ol tbe pas -i nirer and freight traffic which may be
offered tor transport.
The la»t section provides that the aaid board is hereby an* horije.i, and it shall l e their duly, to annually examine into thefinancial condition ol each "f the railroad corporations ofthis Mate and at any other time when complaints of fraud,
on ihe part of the directors r mat a<ers of any of such or
poratiois, properly authenticated, are laid cefor" the saidboard. Ann for this purpose, the laid board shall have
powir to appoint au> suitable person to prieend to invest!
pate tbe financial condition ot any road ol the allexed frauds,and sveh person, on trcducins bis anthorit? to that effeot. '

from ,-s.d (card, ? ball bs>" power to exau.ine any of the
books, papers or doi uui< ut.- ol th< "dicers, clerks or agents,of any iucIi corn- ration, and any person r«:o-lng access to
any of the raid riooks. papers r documents, or any officer.cl« rk or agent ot such corporation, who shall obstruct such
access, or rehire to furnish any information required by the
perron so apiiointed, s 1. a 1 be liable to the penalties herein
belore proM'led in the fifteenth seotlon^if this act.
There are many features similar to Senator RartlettV-

bill of 1863.
1 lie bill for the benefit of the Rocbeater hydraulic.

m« noi-anta was taaen up in tha .Senate, read through,
nnd came near passing ihe committee mb lilento.
senator I .analog said some in'ormat.on shout 1 bs given(or tbe passu go of sncti an important b 11. lie thoughtit should be amended ao that tbe decision of tbe Canal
Appraisers or t'anal Hoard aiould b> referred to the 1/g-
gisiature. He nndenooon that at the tlm* the Erie
canul was built, theftate took possession ni the waola
Genesee tiver, and used its waters for '.he tan il, and
that damages were paid to persons whose hydraulicworks ware injured thereby. This was nr>tite to all pereons purebanng mill sites thereafter tbat the ¦'rat' had
posaerrion ot tfu se waters, and consequently tha 8t*t« ,coo'd not be responsible lor n failure of the supply forbydraulk purposes. It made a vast dlff-ren:* between
ri rsonr having mill- erected at that period and those
utlr. tag tnem since. Every case aho'ild be aeptrately

< r.nsii ered, la (rder to ascertain thi lr true nature.
ktr. Hopkins understood tkat there were t«* lasses of

cases One taking damages for taking water fir tha
llenoree Va ley Canal and tbs other for the Erie Cantl.
<n the former case he thought the State m ght be bell
liable
Mr. niabop contended that the mill nwners hel<l titlee

near three i|uartersof a century, aome from pur-tt-asefrom I helps k tiorham and others from th* Indians,and that there was actually an intention to erect m lie
before the File f'anal was con trnoted, lliere may hsve
beeu one or two mills bnilt at that time.

Tlie bill was finally referred back to tbe committee,
with instructions to "invest the amount ea- h claimant
demai.da, willed by oath. Fr-im the mill ins first
claimtd. ihe amount has In en figured down to two bun
died and eighty thousand .ollars.

It Is all important, therefore, tha*. the rlgb'. I>in l of
canal officers shall be appointed. Wh3 g larde the en
trance into tbe vaults ot tbe State Treasuryllie difficulties which have existed for some tiro
amcngst the gallant gentlemen comprising the m li'aryfaniil) of the commander In chief hare at length result¬
ed in a rupture. Ihiring the wbolo of last week tbe b*l-
liferents were in constant altercation and so severe the
contest became, that on Saturday the chief of the stall,
Bn»a<l er ttaneral .1 W atts Ilepurster, Adjutani (ienerai,left bis cilice, whether volnu arily or not does not ap

i ear apc.n tbe public records. There are other* in hi«
Kxcgfcacy's staff who must tkrow off their epaulette*b>f<i*ethe " cabinet becomx a unit " Th:« m>rn<ng,fob' it H. Hruyn. E» |.. was duly coainilsaiin«l as Adju¬
tant i-mtral. lie has the advautagn of large ei tenenoe,
having performed tbe duties of Judge Advocate t>s.n»rai
ditrejj tbe administrations of Govern irs Saward, Ynuag
and limit. The military of tbe State will limt in <»eii.
I'rntn an officer of <-ourt»r- and ability.Tbe New York folic* bill, which has been huff-tad
about m tbe Hons* from one committee to ann»i|«r for
reveral weeks, was to day, on mnti'iw of If O'Kes's,
taken frem the Judiciary Ovaaiulitaa »ad refsrrM ?-> t'ie
New York delegation. There I* much difference of, J


